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and then He sent them abroad. But did

He send them all over the world? No. He

first told them to go only unto the lost

sheep of the house of Israel, and they

went. They worked with great success,

healing the sick, casting out devils, etc.

They neither lacked food nor raiment;

freely they received, freely they gave.

Thus they reported their mission. The

Savior not only sent the Twelve Apos-

tles, but other seventy also, missionary

men, sending them forth to teach Israel

that the kingdom of heaven was at hand.

During His mission and long before He

was crucified He taught them that He

would be crucified, and on the third day

he arose from the dead, but they did not

seem to understand it.

After His resurrection He said to

them, hitherto you have asked nothing

of the Father in my name, but now, said

He, whatsoever you shall ask the Fa-

ther in my name it shall be granted unto

you. Now is all power given into my

hands both in heaven and on earth. Af-

ter His resurrection He called His Apos-

tles together and commissioned them,

saying, "Go ye into all the world, and

preach the Gospel to every creature. He

that believeth and is baptized shall be

saved, but he that believeth not shall be

damned." That was another feature of

the work wherein He sends the Gospel—

now that Israel had proved themselves

unworthy of it—to all the world. We

see, then, that the great work of the

brethren was to carry the Gospel to the

whole human family first. But the Sav-

ior told them that if He went away,

they should do greater works than He

had done, because He went to the Fa-

ther. What did He do? After He

was crucified He went and preached

to the spirits in prison, even to that

great multitude that were destroyed

through disobedience before the flood

and by the flood. He unlocked the

prison doors to those that were bound.

While upon the earth the Savior and His

brethren of the Twelve labored to im-

part the Gospel to those that were liv-

ing. The Savior set the Priesthood in or-

der and offered the Gospel to the people,

but they would not receive it. Still this

was the great work that had to be per-

formed. The Gospel had to be preached

to mortals first, and next to those in the

spirit world.

What are our condition and labor

now? In this last dispensation the

Prophet Joseph Smith, in the year 1820,

first received revelations from the heav-

ens, and it was only until 1844 that he

was permitted to live. By 1830, the Book

of Mormon was brought forth from the

mountain Cumorah, was translated and

printed, and fourteen years from that

time the Prophet Joseph was taken from

us.

When he went away he went with

the keys of this last dispensation to

the prison house of the dead, who had

died in times that were past; and he,

his brother Hyrum, the brethren of

the Twelve Apostles—for there are now

nearly a quorum of the Twelve Apos-

tles with them—constitute a great and

mighty church in the spirit world, labor-

ing and preaching the Gospel to the spir-

its of our fathers who are in prison. They

are called upon to do the work Brother

Smith has been speaking about this af-

ternoon. The prophet Elijah came and

delivered his message on the 6th March,

1836, in the Temple in Kirtland, and he

has been at work, ever since then, turn-

ing the hearts of the children to the fa-

thers and the hearts of the fathers to the

children.


