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Referring to this work the Apostle

Paul makes this declaration: "For to this

end Christ both died and rose, and re-

vived again, that he might be Lord both

of the dead and living."

So it is with the Prophet Joseph

Smith. He has gone before with the keys

of this dispensation, after having lived

and conferred them upon the authorities

of the Church, even all that was neces-

sary until he shall come again to build

up this kingdom preparatory to the com-

ing of the Lord Jesus Christ. He with

others are helping to carry out the great

work of the redemption of the dead. And

this part of the work we are called upon

to perform in the temples. To be bap-

tized for them, to be confirmed for them,

and to perform all those holy ordinances

for your righteous dead, for your worthy

ancestry, which you have done or shall

do for yourselves, makes you to become

saviors upon Mount Zion. The responsi-

bility resting upon the Saints in regard

to these matters is very great. I heard

the Prophet Joseph say, in a sermon he

preached before he was killed, that no

greater responsibility rested upon the

Saints than the work of attending to

ordinances for their dead. This then,

ought to be taken into serious considera-

tion. Brethren who cannot go abroad and

preach the Gospel, may labor in the tem-

ples, and thus bring to pass the purposes

of God.

When we contemplate this great

work, shall we wince at persecution?

Though we are persecuted, though our

enemies are hunting and harassing and

breaking up our families, shall we be

frightened and be any less wise and dis-

creet, or adopt unworthy measures to

keep out of prison? Certainly not. Let

us be true to the truth. Let us be true

to what God has committed to us, in

every iota.

In conclusion I would say a word of

encouragement to the brethren who are

engaged in the ministry. In the early

times of the Church in foreign lands the

work of the Lord spread rapidly when

the Elders labored with unity of purpose

and faith, and a great many were added

to the Church. Many were brought to

this land. Now we have come to a time

when but few come into the Church.

Some of the doctrines that have been re-

vealed are a stumbling block to the peo-

ple. It was so in the days of Jesus and

His Apostles. He taught the doctrine of

the cross and of the resurrection, which

was a great stumbling block to them—

a rock of offense, as is the doctrine of

eternal and plural marriage. Through

the opposition that the Elders have to

meet, owing to that doctrine, they some-

times feel that their labors are very tri-

fling when they baptize but few. I want

to say to the brethren, that you do a

great deal of good, be not discouraged,

nor of a doubtful heart. You do a vast

deal of good you cannot see. Your testi-

monies to the world are a savor of life

unto life or of death unto death—life

unto life to those who receive and ren-

der obedience to the Gospel; death unto

death to those who reject it. The world

is filled with lies concerning God's peo-

ple and the truths they teach. The influ-

ences of the press and pulpit seem con-

centrated for the publication of lies in

reference to the Latter-day Saints. The

world seems inclined to believe lies and

be damned rather than receive the truth.

A painful thought. Still, there is this

good you may do: you should be assid-

uous in your labors to correct the errors

and lies that are circulating among the

people; you may soften the people's sus-

ceptibilities and prejudices; and perhaps


