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have that testimony of Jesus which

the Apostle declared was the spirit of

prophecy? Such a testimony is stronger

than can be the testimony of the exis-

tence of any earthly thing as evidenced

by the five senses. As the heavens are

higher than the earth, so is the testi-

mony of Jesus above earthly information

for it penetrates every fiber of the human

organism. A slight degree of inspiration,

without such a testimony enabled the

Waldenses about whom Brother Leish-

man has been speaking, to endure, while

singing songs of joy and rejoicing, the

horrors of fagot, wheel and rack. A

comprehension of the testimony that re-

wards, in time and eternity, enabled the

Apostle Peter to meet undismayed the

death of crucifixion. It caused the dis-

ciples of Jesus to take gladly the spoil-

ing of their goods and bear patiently the

contumely heaped upon them. How few

can comprehend it! Physical courage is

common enough even in this degener-

ate age. Exhibitions of brute force can

be witnessed on every hand. The crawl-

ing worm as it drags its slimy term, will

turn and fight for existence, and the low-

est of God's creatures struggle for life.

A sensitive, refined human being, made

in the image of God, may face physical

danger in every form, meeting without

fear the wild savage, while the dark mes-

sengers of death whistle by his heedless

ears. Without a tremor, he may listen to

the whir of grape and canister, and the

shriek of shell, as they scatter desolation

and ruin all around; but a sneer of con-

tempt from the lips of the scornful, or en-

vious hate expressed in fierce sarcasm,

may dull the very marrow of his bones,

causing him to quake like an aspen leaf.

Thus the physically brave may quail,

falter and fall under the attack of the

scornful egotist, whose sneer to many is

like the poison of asps. But he who has

the testimony of Jesus springing up in

his heart like a well of living water hath

that higher courage which tends up-

wards, step by step, to a comprehension

of the inspiration that enabled the Sav-

ior while suffering the agonies of death

to utter the heaven-born sentiment of

divine love expressed in the words, "O,

God forgive them for they know not what

they do."

No man without the Holy Ghost can

testify that Jesus is the Christ; neither

could any men under similar circum-

stances utter from the heart such senti-

ments of forgiveness without the direct

inspiration of the Almighty. Christians

may assimilate, preach about, and praise

a love that passeth the comprehension of

the finite mind, but no mortal can love

his enemies and pray for the forgiveness

of those who despitefully use and would

kill him, without the testimony of Jesus,

and the knowledge accompanying it.

God will forgive whom He will for-

give, but for us it is required that we

forgive all men. Whether they ask for-

giveness or not? Yes, whether they ask

it or not! This doctrine is founded in

the deepest philosophy and leads up to

final victory for all who through obedi-

ence to the commandments, have gained

for the spirit ascendancy over the pas-

sions of the body and are thus enabled to

love even their enemies. Scribes, Phar-

isees and hypocrites love each other. The

distinguishing characteristic of a Saint is

that he can do more. And his ability to

do more comes of the knowledge that the

love of God abides not in the heart that

harbors hatred of a single human be-

ing. He who preaches and practices the

doctrine of hate knows not God. As we


