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descended. It is for this that angels have

come and ministered unto men. It is for

this that the Gospel has been restored;

that the Priesthood has been given to

men; that the authority to administer

the ordinances of life and salvation has

been restored from the heavens. It is

for this that the spirit of gathering has

been poured out upon the inhabitants of

the earth who have received the Gospel,

which has impelled them to do as we

have done, to gather together as we are

gathered together at this time in these

valleys, and it is for this that all that

you witness connected with this work,

the power that is manifested, the deliv-

erances that have been wrought out—it

is for this that these have all been ac-

complished. God has chosen this peo-

ple and has given unto them a mission.

But I ask myself, who of us comprehend

it? Who of us rise to the full conception

of its importance, and who understand

the mind and will of God in these mighty

works of which we are the witnesses and

connected with which we are actors? We

have been pleaded with all the day long

by the voice of Prophets, by the voice of

inspiration, I may say by the voice of God

through His servants. We have been told

with the greatest plainness, the mind

and will of God concerning us and the

objects that He has had in view in gath-

ering us out and placing us in the posi-

tion which we occupy. But, like the Is-

raelites of old, the flesh pots of Egypt

have been sweet to us; the leeks and the

onions of Babylon we have hankered af-

ter. We have lusted after these things.

We have lusted after that which God has

commanded us to forsake, and we have

not become emancipated from the love

of Babylon. It has been in our hearts.

It has influenced us in our actions. It

has governed us in our policy, and it

has been the great labor of the lead-

ers of this Church to endeavor to uproot

this accursed lust that has been in the

hearts of those who are called Latter-

day Saints for that which they have been

commanded to forsake. God has com-

manded us to forsake Babylon. He has

called us out from Babylon; but though

we have come out from Babylon we have

brought to a great extent Babylon with

us, the love of Babylon, the love of that

which God abhors, and which He com-

mands us to forsake. We have brought it

with us, and to a great extent we cher-

ish it. And this is the great obstacle

in the way of building up Zion. At the

same time I do not wish to speak dis-

couragingly to my brethren and sisters

upon this point. I know that there are

many, very many in this Church, who

have sought with all the faith and dili-

gence of which they are capable to love

the Lord, to love Zion, and to do every-

thing they could to build it up in the

earth. I know this. We have constant tes-

timonies of this in looking at the Saints,

in mingling with them, and in witness-

ing the spirit they possess. But, my

brethren and sisters, I sometimes feel

that it is with us as it was with our fa-

thers whom God led out of Egypt, for we

are the descendants of that people. Like

our fathers we shall have to undergo the

same ordeals—that is, ordeals that shall

have for their object the accomplishment

of the same ends, and I do not believe

that He will allow a generation of people

to grow up and witness the accomplish-

ment of all that He has spoken concern-

ing Zion who are not perfectly willing to

do that which He requires at their hands.

I believe the old generation will pass

away. I believe that like our fathers the


