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given us is not one that is hostile to

strangers. I would not be understood in

making the remarks that I do on this oc-

casion as having any disposition to ex-

cite hostility in the minds of my brethren

and sisters against those who are not

of us. We never have had that feel-

ing. No man who has any of the spirit

of God within him, and comprehends

the nature of God's work, will have that

spirit. But there is a great difference, re-

member, between hostility to those who

are not of our faith, and our sustain-

ing and upholding and taking them in

our arms and caressing them and be-

stowing favors upon them that should

only be bestowed upon the household of

faith. For instance, if there were two

stores in this town, one occupied by a

man who is not of our faith, and another

occupied by a man who is of our faith,

a man whose whole interests were iden-

tified with Zion, whose whole thought

was to build up Zion and to advance

the cause thereof on the earth, would I

be an enemy of the man not of us be-

cause I did not patronize him, but pa-

tronized and sustained the man who is

of us? Certainly not; it would be no

mark of enmity on my part to him. I

might have and would have a prefer-

ence for my brother, for the man who

was identified with me and who was la-

boring for the same end; and this is

the spirit we should have. There are a

great many Latter-day Saints who have

not been able to discriminate sufficiently

between these two spirits. They have

imagined that because we are not hos-

tile we must therefore be very loving,

and they do not see the line of demar-

cation which God has drawn and which

He wishes us to observe. There is a line

and that line ought to be observed by

us. Joseph said in the beginning that it

was the duty of the Elders of this Church

to labor constantly to build up Zion and

not to build up that which is opposed

to Zion. That embodies in these few

words the policy that we should observe.

It is not my business; God has not re-

quired it of me that I should build up

anything that is opposed to Zion, but on

the contrary that I should always keep

in my thoughts and be influenced by it

in my actions that which will advance

the cause of Zion, and that which will

not retard it or operate against it in any

manner. We have erred in this direc-

tion in the past. There is a class of peo-

ple among us who have thought more

of money than they have about Zion.

They have gone where they could get the

best bargains regardless of the effect it

would have on the public weal. They

only looked to their individual benefit

and aggrandizement. There are many

such among us throughout our settle-

ments, and particularly in Salt Lake

City. They have bought and sold, they

have traded, they have done that which

seemed right in their eyes, that would

promote their own personal benefits re-

gardless of the effect it would have upon

the public, and I believe that that is a

sin in the sight of God with the light

and knowledge that we have. I believe

that the man who does that grieves the

spirit of God, whether he does it on a

large scale or on a small scale. I believe

that such a man, unless he repents, will

not live to reap the blessings and bene-

fits that God will bestow upon those who

labor for the building up of Zion. I be-

lieve he will perish just as our fathers

perished in the wilderness, and will not

live to enjoy the blessings God has in

store for the faithful. I would rather

my brethren and sisters, stand before

you clothed as these Indians are who


