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I have to mine. I have no right to in-

terfere with them. They have a right

to worship whatever kind of a God they

please, or in any form that suits them. If

a man has a mind to worship a red dog it

is none of my business. It is for me and

for my brethren to fulfill the duties that

God has placed upon us. He has revealed

certain principles to us from the heavens

for the benefit of the whole human fam-

ily, and we will do that which God has

commanded us. Will they persecute us?

No matter about that. God has told us

to do certain things, and we will carry

them out, persecuted or not persecuted.

We must perform our duty. At the same

time we have rights and privileges that

belong to us in common with everybody

that lives in the United States. We have

as many rights in these United States as

any other people have, and no man has

the right to deprive us of them. They are

trying to deprive us of them all the time.

That makes no difference. The principle

is still the same, and it is for us to look af-

ter our rights. God has given us a goodly

land here, and we have paid for it. It is

ours by right of purchase and possession.

If we have got farms, or city lots, or in-

heritances of any kind, we have paid for

them according to the laws of the United

States. We have complied with all the

requisitions of the United States that are

constitutional, and mean to do that all

the time. We simply contend for our

rights. We simply contend for the princi-

ples of human liberty, not only in behalf

of ourselves, but in behalf of thousands

who are in these United States. There

are thousands of honorable men in these

United States—in the Senate and House

of Representatives, and all through the

land—who are quite willing men should

have the rights and privileges of free

men, and then there are thousands, and

ten of thousands, and millions of oth-

ers who want to trample the principles

of freedom under their feet and deprive

men of their liberties. In relation to the

people of the United States, I have noth-

ing myself but kindly feelings. I feel

sorry for them. I am sorry to see peo-

ple act under wrong influences, influ-

ences that will lead them to destruction.

The people of the world are placed un-

der influences that they do not compre-

hend. What is the matter with them?

I have numbers of prominent men call

upon me from the United States, and

from all parts of Europe, prominent men

of all classes and grades, and when we

meet together they talk very kindly and

very pleasantly. They admire our beau-

tiful city and improvements, and they

do not believe one-hundredth part of

the stories that are circulated about us

broadcast throughout the earth. They

say, "We know better than that." There

are a great many honorable men among

the peoples of the earth, and we do not

want to get a spirit of enmity and ha-

tred against anybody because of the in-

famous acts of a few unprincipled men.

We are here as saviors upon Mount Zion;

and the time will come, and it is not

very far distant, when, in consequence of

the evils, the corruptions, the adulteries

and licentiousness that prevail through-

out the land, that God will bring the

people to judgment. Then the time will

come, and it is not very far distant, when

the sinners in Zion will be afraid, when

fearfulness will surprise the hypocrites.

We are here to build up the Zion

of God, and not to build up our-

selves. We are here to establish

righteousness, and to establish it

first within ourselves; to feel that


