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the Territory of Utah is a Christian, how

will he feel when he comes into the pres-

ence of Father Abraham, whom he has

sought to cast reflections upon? Will not

the blush of shame be upon his cheek?

And if there is an eternal God, and if that

eternal God is the creator of the heav-

ens and the earth and all our spirits;

and is the friend of Abraham, how can

that Judge bear his presence? I would

rather be the poorest Latter-day Saint on

earth and bear chains and fetters upon

my limbs until my flesh dropped frommy

bones than to be in the attitude of the

man who must bear, without the spirit

of God, the measure of unjust judgment

which he has measured to others. For

this reason, my brethren and sisters, I

say I have the most profound sympathy

for all those whomwe sometimes denom-

inate our enemies, and I am not able to

forget the fact that whatever their con-

dition in this life may be, they fought

not on the side of Satan in the eter-

nal worlds when Satan rebelled against

God because the Almighty was unwilling

to adopt his coercive plan of human re-

demption. God was determined that ev-

ery man, woman and child born into the

world should be free. I say, because God

would not adopt his coercive measures

he rebelled against Christ, and one-third

part of heaven followed him, and he

fought against Michael and the hosts of

heaven, and was cast down to earth with

the hosts that followed him. But you can

find no living man or woman that ever

breathed the breath of life that fought on

his side; for the condemnation that came

upon them was a loss of opportunity to

take a body. Therefore, those people who

seem to be our enemies are such only by

reason of their blindness, and because

their eyes are closed against the things

of God, and if the judgments of God are

to come upon them according to the pre-

dictions of the prophets, we can well af-

ford to have charity and sympathy for

them, and we do as a people. I tell you

that I can pray for my enemies; I can

pray that God may lead them away from

darkness, that He may touch the eyes of

their understanding that they may see,

and in their hearts repent.

It is awful to think for a moment

of the terrible condemnation that will

surely come upon men who endorse the

shedding of innocent blood; but we must,

at last come to love our enemies and

pray for them who despitefully use us.

And when we are prepared to do this

from the heart, we are prepared to say to

this world, "I am not afraid of anything

you can do." The power of the Spirit lifts

the body out of the reach of harm, the

spirit of Christ has gained the victory,

and we can say when under the influ-

ence of that spirit, "O death, where is

thy sting? O grave, where is thy vic-

tory?" I can pray for the President of the

United States, with a desire in my heart

that God will direct him aright, that

he may have moral courage sufficient to

do that which is just; because, unless

the rulers of this nation are actuated by

the spirit of justice, they cannot be sus-

tained by the Almighty. And although

we may find prejudice on the right hand

and on the left, we shall never have given

unto us the victory until we learn how

to govern upon principle. When men are

tested, when they are brought before the

courts, cases should be tried, not men.

Whenever the Latter-day Saints shall

have reached that high degree of excel-

lence in the administration of the laws of


