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against the wiles of the devil.

"For we wrestle not against flesh and

blood, but against principalities, against

powers, against the rulers of the dark-

ness of this world, against spiritual

wickedness in high places.

"Wherefore take unto you the whole

armor of God, that ye may be able to

withstand in the evil day, and having

done all, to stand.

"Stand therefore, having your loins

girt about with truth, and having on the

breastplate of righteousnes;

"And your feet shod with the prepa-

ration of the Gospel of peace;

"Above all, taking the shield of faith,

wherewith ye shall be able to quench all

the fiery darts of the wicked.

"And take the helmet of salvation,

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the

word of God:

"Praying always with all prayer and

supplication in the Spirit, and watching

thereunto with all perseverance and sup-

plication for all saints."

I have read these words because

of their remarkable adaptation to our

present condition and circumstances.

I feel, in attempting to address the

Saints, a very great degree of helpless-

ness, and of dependence upon the en-

lightenment and aid of the Holy Spirit

in order that I may speak to you a

short time unto edification; for without

the spirit of the Gospel, the Holy Spirit

of divine truth which is sent forth to

testify of God and of the truth to the

hearts of the honest in the earth, our

labors will be of very trifling account.

But if we have the aid and help of that

Spirit, then wemay be edified and rejoice

together as the children of God—both

he that speaketh and he that heareth.

It would seem that after the very

elaborate and comprehensive epistle

that has been communicated to us by

our brethren of the First Presidency, in

which they seem to cover many of the

circumstances which now attend upon

God's people, and in which they also give

to us such words of exhortation and in-

struction as, if followed by us, must not

only make us understand better our con-

dition, but know better how to occupy

our positions with credit to ourselves and

to the acceptance of God our heavenly

Father—I say it would seem, after read-

ing that epistle, and having it impressed

upon our minds, as I am sure it must

be upon all who listened in spirit and

in truth, as if it were scarcely necessary

that anything more should be said to

put us right in regard to our duties and

give us understanding concerning them,

or strength in the performance of them.

But we each of us have a testimony of

the truth of the Gospel and of the work

of God to bear to our brethren and sis-

ters, and I feel a desire myself, in com-

mon with my brethren, to communicate

such things as may be given to me, so

that we may be encouraged in the work

in which we are engaged; that we may

feel our good resolutions strengthened

within us, that we may be led to real-

ize in whose name we trust, in whose

strength we stand, and that we may be

able also to realize, as the Apostle Paul

did, when he wrote, "We wrestle not

against flesh and blood, but against prin-

cipalities and powers, against the rulers

of the darkness of this world, against

spiritual wickedness in high places."

Our condition is a very peculiar

one in regard to this nation, and

yet it is no more strange or peculiar

than has been the condition of God's

people in other ages which are re-


