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corded in history for our comfort, encour-

agement and consolation. Therefore, I

feel this morning like speaking a little

about the nature of that which is called

crime, which is charged upon us.

We are told by men in high places

that it is the highest duty of good citizens

to render obedience to the laws of the

land in which we live. Now I can scarcely

believe that any professor of religion—

any honest religious professor of any

Christian denomination in these United

States—can honestly and solidly endorse

that sentiment, much less anyone who

is clothed with the ermine and is hon-

ored with a seat upon the judicial bench;

yet it is from judges that we hear this.

A great apostle of the law, the greatest,

the ablest and most popular delineator of

the law from the days of Justinian of an-

cient Rome down until his day, was the

renownedMr. Blackstone himself. When

portions of various nations had settled

together in the island of Great Britain—

some from the northern states of Scan-

dinavia, others from Brittany, and the

different parts of the German or Saxon

nations and had collected the laws of

those countries for the purpose of hav-

ing them assimilated, so that those peo-

ple who came from their various coun-

tries should have one established usage

of law for the regulation of all their civil

and criminal procedures in the adjudica-

tion of their difficulties with each other,

the learned Chancellor Blackstone un-

dertook this great task, and from the

alembic of his intelligent and powerful

mind brought forth and enunciated his

views of the law. These views have been

held to be the basis of all legal admin-

istration; the fundamental principles of

jurisprudence among all Christian na-

tions ever since he published them.

This celebrated gentleman who is

considered to this present day as one of

the greatest, if not the very greatest le-

gal light of the age, laid it down plainly

and emphatically, that man had no right

to make any laws contrary to or in con-

flict with the law of God. I wish ev-

ery lawyer throughout the nation would

read it and understand it; for when they

depart from that rule they become apos-

tate from the faith of true legal jurispru-

dence as laid down by this distinguished

apostle of the law; and furthermore, he

held that the laws which should regu-

late or constitute the jurisprudence of ev-

ery nation were derived from and based

upon the laws revealed by God, through

the Prophet Moses. This gentleman

stated and laid down as a fact that the

Ten Commandments, the ancient law of

God, were held by him to be the basis,

and fundamental principle of all law, jus-

tice and administration that should be

had among the human family. He claims

that as the basis of his work. Then no

man who is a true lawyer, after the or-

der of the celebrated Blackstone, can say

in truth that it is the highest duty of a

good citizen that he should observe in all

things the laws of the land, unless it be

first established that those laws are con-

sistent with the laws of God.

Now, then, wherein are we trans-

gressors? I wish to call your attention

to this a few minutes, because I de-

sire my brethren and sisters to under-

stand whenever they are called in ques-

tion before the tribunals of this nation—

I want our boys and girls that are grow-

ing up around us to understand what is

the nature of that which is called crime,

which is alleged against their fathers,

and in which their mothers are partic-

ipants. It was never alleged against


