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invaded; on the contrary, our people are

called upon to exercise a great amount of

self-denial and self-abnegation, that all

may be blessed, and that the charity of

the Gospel may be extended to all the

human family, as God has designed and

ordained. Thus, we are not violators of

the law of the land, but the lawmakers

of the nationmake us transgressors. God

commands us to keep His law. The peo-

ple through their representatives say we

shall not. That is all there is in it. They

undertake to say that we shall not ob-

serve the law of plural marriage, and in

consequence of this they are hailing us to

prison. Our outgoings and incomings are

watched by marshals, so as to find some-

thing upon which to bring us before a

commissioner or before a grand jury; not

for any crime we have done, but because

we have obeyed God, which Congress

has said we must not do—making a law

against us—whereas we are violating no

law.

I do not love to talk against my fel-

lowmen; I simply present these things to

you to show up the real state of the case.

It is unpleasant for me to say that the

men of the Congress of 1862, and that of

1882, were not men of the most immacu-

late virtue. It is understood throughout

the land that nowhere on this continent

is the practice of whoredomand of the se-

duction of women carried on to a greater

extent than in the city of Washington,

and by those men who go there to make

laws against this people. What attitude

does it place the people of this nation in,

and the Congress of the country, in rela-

tion to us and this law we are undertak-

ing to keep? Why, as soon as the Lord has

established His Gospel and covenant,

the spirits of the other world are seeking

to come and dwell among us; they de-

sire a parentage among the Saints of the

living God, where they can be welcomed

with filial love and not repulsed by feti-

cide, where they can be brought up in

the fear of God, with a hope of return-

ing pure to the Father's presence, with-

out being lost by blood guiltiness or other

crimes while in mortality.

How do you think the spirits contem-

plate the necessity of a birth in the na-

tions of the earth where so much har-

lotry and whoredom exist? I tell you

this very presumption of the country in

which we live, that we shall not have

these children to dwell in our midst and

bear the name of Christ in the earth, is

a presumption against the very heavens,

and against those spirits of the just who

are waiting to be made perfect through

their sufferings in the flesh.

Ah! says one, you folks in the moun-

tains, numbering only one hundred and

fifty thousand to two hundred thousand,

need not talk in that kind of way; for

here is a great nation of fifty-five mil-

lions of people who say you shall not

do this thing, or, if you do, you cannot

have a home with us. Well, we will ad-

mit that about two hundred people of

the United States say to everyone of the

Latter-day Saints that wemust put away

this doctrine, or we cannot dwell in this

land. Well, that is a terrible majority

against us: but let us look at this a

little. I do not think that we need be

very badly scared. You recollect at one

time a young man was with Elisha the

Prophet, when a large host compassed

the city, both with horses and chariots,

and a battle was imminent. It was turbu-

lent times with Israel then, worse than it

is with us now. The defending army was

a very small one, and the heart of the


