
OPPOSITION IS TO BE EXPECTED. 345

gamy; (we knew very well that he did

not by his conduct;) but it was the

power of the Church that must be bro-

ken. Must it? This is the work of

the Lord, and there need not anybody

mistake it. The order of God's church

and kingdom is the strongest govern-

ment ever known on this earth, and if

the people of this great nation enter-

tain any fears of the consequence or ef-

fects of such a government, why, I ask,

don't you of the nation, you of Congress,

you of the Cabinet, if you please, em-

brace this order of government and es-

tablish it over the nation! You can do

it. You can repent of your sins, every

one of you, and be baptized for a re-

mission of them. You can adopt and

extend this strong government which

God has established in these mountains,

and if you will do it, God will establish

you and the government and this nation

never to depart from before His face; and

you shall be made the means of help-

ing to bring everlasting righteousness—

the millennium—upon this land, and of

causing the Spirit of God to rest down

upon all flesh. Is it not worth your while

to engage in a thing of this kind?

But, ah! The terrible fact exists that

the blood of the prophets is upon this na-

tion, although the nation has not shed

their blood, yet a sovereign state permit-

ted it, and the nation have not washed

their hands from it. This accounts for

the terrible hardness of heart that is to

be found in this country.

Were it not for a lying press and a cor-

rupt people in our midst, who incite igno-

rant people to send petitions against the

"Mormons" to Congress by the bushel,

the nation could not be wrought up to

such frenzy, nor to make such laws as the

Edmunds law against us. But they do

these things because their hearts are

hard, and because the blood of innocence

rests upon them this nation have yet to

rise up and rid themselves of this blood,

and place the responsibility where it be-

longs, or they will have to suffer as ac-

complices after the fact for these terri-

ble things done in their midst—this peo-

ple driven from city to city, despoiled of

their goods; driven into the wilderness to

this country, to find a home in which they

could dwell in peace. Blessed be God for

enabling us to find it out! We have had

a home of peace and rejoicing, and we

have been blessed in all things. Have we

need today to be terrified? Do our hearts

need to palpitate for fear? We have had

a United States army camp in our midst

already, and we have no occasion to fear

now; God will work out the deliverance

of His people.

The Lord nevermore thoroughly frus-

trated the design of an army than in the

instance of that which came out here,

and never was there a time when He

caused the gain of the Gentiles to be scat-

tered among His people more effectually

than He did with the goods the army

brought to this country.

Shall we fear today? Let us look back

to Israel and see their deliverance—

as related in the Bible and Book of

Mormon—see what He did in former

times. The secret of success is obedience

to the commandments of God, and to the

covenants we have made with Him.

It does not become me to say what

I will do when I am brought to the

judgment seat to be tried and sen-

tenced. A man don't know what

he will do. Let us recollect the

instance of Peter, who walked with


