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be of benefit for the guidance of other

High Councils. For this reason, his re-

marks and the proceedings in the case

are now published. Mr. President and

Members of the High Council:

I listened with a good deal of inter-

est to a trial that you had before you,

yesterday and the day before, in which

there were certain principles developed

that I thought it might be necessary and

advantageous to reflect upon, and to give

you some of my views thereon.

I should have been pleased to have

done this had there been time when the

High Council was before in session; but I

thought as I had not then an opportunity

I would take the opportunity tonight,

this meeting having been convened for

that purpose.

There are a greatmany principles un-

derlying the subject that was presented

before you, and acting as you are in the

capacity of a High Council, and having

many cases to adjust, I thought it might

be proper to touch upon some of the lead-

ing principles pertaining to government,

rule, authority, dominion, the conflict of

opinion, the necessity of being prepared

to act wisely, prudently and intelligently,

and to discriminate between right and

wrong: so that upon general principles

we might be able to comprehend things

that would be calculated, in many in-

stances, to help us to avoid a great deal

of difficulty. I have been very much hur-

ried for time today, or I would have liked

to have had some of my views prepared.

As it is, I have had a few items put

down very hastily, and I will get Brother

George Reynolds to read what I have

stated on this subject.

I made a few remarks at the con-

clusion of the investigation you have

had here. I call it an investi-

gation; for I think it was more an inves-

tigation than a trial.

The investigation was instituted to

find out the true status of certain things

whereby injury had been received by cer-

tain parties, and, on reflecting further

upon the subject, I have had some lead-

ing items put down, which, as I have

said, Brother Reynolds will read, after

which I will make some remarks.

I speak of these things before Brother

Reynolds reads my views, otherwise the

attitude that I take might seem strange

to you.

In the few remarks I made before

the High Council, at the conclusion of

the investigation, I stated that I was

pleased to see the harmony and unity,

the kindly feelings, care and anxiety that

you manifested to all parties, both for

and against, with a view to arriving at

a just conclusion in relation to this mat-

ter. I also spoke of the Board of Direc-

tors of the Hospital, stating that they

also had done as near right as they

knew how. Then I spoke of the ac-

cusers of the party in question—Sister

Ferguson—and I thought that although

there were some errors associated with

the action taken, that they were quite

sincere in their intention to correct a

supposed evil, and I would not except

Sister Ferguson from the same rule, and

the question is, with such a diversity of

opinion, with so much commotion in ex-

istence, with so many severe charges be-

ing made, how it is possible for all to

be right, and yet all acted upon princi-

ples that they conceived to be right; but

which were in many respects incorrect.

This I may explain more fully hereafter;

and it is for this purpose that I wish to

talk a little to lay my views more fully

before you.

Brother George Reynolds then read

as follows;


