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ment of God, the dominion of God. "Thy

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven." When that is done

we shall have a celestial law here. We

have not got it yet quite, and we are

not prepared for it quite; but we are try-

ing to introduce those things, and the

Gospel has been restored for that pur-

pose, and revelation has been given for

that purpose, and the heavens have been

opened for that purpose, and the Priest-

hood of God has been organized for that

purpose in all its various forms and ram-

ifications, and predicated upon that prin-

ciple, the High Council has been orga-

nized, and other officers and peoples as-

sociated with the Church and kingdom of

God.

Now, then, as has been stated here,

the Executive Board of this hospital were

desirous to be set apart by the Priest-

hood that they might act under the

blessing of God. They came to consult

me about the hospital in general, and

wanted to know if something could not

be done in the interest of the sick and

afflicted of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints. They were de-

sirous of having a house that was ded-

icated to God, a house where the El-

ders could go in and administer to those

who were afflicted as well as the physi-

cians, and that all these things should

be conducted under the direction of the

Almighty. Now, while I am a strict be-

liever in discipline and rule, yet I could

not but believe, on the other hand, in

the feelings that were exhibited by Sis-

ter Eliza Snow and others, in relation to

these matters. It has appeared in this

investigation that some difficulty arose

among those in charge of the hospital,

and Sister Eliza and others tried to get

them to harmonize and act as Latter-

day Saints. That was very good counsel

to give, and it would have been well if

it had been obeyed, but, it was not, and

things have resulted as they have done.

Now, what would you do? These sis-

ters prayed, etc. I presume they did,

and certainly I do not want to set them

down as hypocrites. They had seen Sis-

ter Ferguson take opium once or twice.

She alleged that she took it for neural-

gia of the heart. Being afflicted with a

disease of that kind she had consulted

some eminent physicians, and they had

advised her to take morphine for an af-

fliction of that sort. It was supposed to

be a proper thing to take under the cir-

cumstances. Now, while the taking of

this morphine might look a little suspi-

cious, yet if they had had that same neu-

ralgia, would it not have been the proper

thing to have said, "Oh, my sisters, won't

you be merciful to me. And while I am

sick don't attribute my sickness to any

wrong or any evil, but won't you come

and pray for me and be my good, kind

sisters and friends and help me in my af-

fliction." That would have been the right

thing to have done instead of trying to

find out something bad. There was noth-

ing that could be brought against Sister

Ferguson here. She had to stand the fire

of all kinds of witnesses, and not one soli-

tary thing could be proven either against

her moral conduct or against her actions,

or against her reputation in regard to

these things—either as a brandy drinker

or as a morphine taker under those pecu-

liar circumstances.

Well, now, it would look natu-

rally cruel to me to throw out reflec-

tions, especially when a person was

laboring under extreme pain, and we

ought not to give way to that kind

of feelings, any of us. Why, if I

were to see the lowest and most de-


