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praved suffering under an influence of

that kind, I would want to follow the

teaching given by Jesus in regard to the

man that had fallen among thieves and

had been abused and robbed. The Priest

passed by on the other side of the road,

thinking doubtless it was only some poor

devil. Then came a Levite, and he passed

by, thinking no doubt, "he is only a poor

outcast; let him die and be damned or

anything else." But a certain Samaritan

came along, and his feelings seemed to

be this: "You have fallen among thieves.

Won't you allow me to administer to

you." That would be proper. That is the

way I look at it. I would do the same

thing to anybody that I saw in distress.

I would not seek to injure their reputa-

tion or to malign their character.

Now, I suppose that these sisters

were mistaken in their ideas. I do not

think that they have bad hearts; but

sometimes when people allow their prej-

udices to run against a person, they

carry these things too far. While we are

desirous to put down iniquity we must

not go to work and act a cruel part to-

ward anybody. God does not do it. He

sends His rain on the evil and on the

good. He causes His sun to shine on the

just and on the unjust. A wicked man's

field may lay alongside a righteousman's

field. He don't take His sun off the field

of the wicked man. He makes no dis-

tinctions of that sort. He pours blessings

upon all, and He has to be merciful to us

all, otherwise we would not be as we are

today, surrounded with the blessings we

enjoy.

In regard to all these matters, it

requires great care and great dis-

crimination. When those sisters

came to me and reported that Sis-

ter Ferguson had got out of the way,

and read those charges, I felt ashamed. I

could hardly believe it at first. I said to

them: "These are grave charges you are

making. Do you know that these things

are so?" They answered they thought

they did. "Well," said I, "If these things

are true, Sister Ferguson is not fit to

hold that position, nor to be a member

of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints." For she was accused, you

know, of being false—in other words, a

liar. Some things, too, were said to be

strangely disappearing, so that she was

accused of being a thief; but when we

come to inquire into these things we find

there was no foundation for the charges.

They seem to have arisen from unworthy

jealousies. We should not be too ready in

harboring such feelings.

Now, I will tell you of a principle

taught by Joseph Smith. It may be of

use to you as a High Council, and it will

not hurt anybody else. In speaking of the

discernment of spirits, said he, a man

may have the gift of the discernment of

spirits; he may see what is in the heart;

but because that has been revealed to

him he has no business to bring that as

a charge against any person. The man's

acts must be proved by evidence and by

witnesses.

I speak of these things for your in-

formation, and I do not know but I have

talked long enough.

Suffice it to say that as Latter-day

Saints we ought to be under the law of

love, of kindness, and of mercy. And

yet at the same time we cannot overlook

the wrong. It is right to probe certain

things to the bottom as you have done

this thing. I was pleased to see the en-

ergy displayed all the way through on

both sides, and I think this is the gen-

eral feeling that prevails—a determina-

tion to ferret out wrong and to correct


