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deliverance from Babylon.

I wish to offer a word of caution to my

brethren that you may beware, and com-

mit no grave errors when brought into

positions of trial and temptation. Some,

unfortunately, have disregarded this in-

junction, and have imprinted a stain

upon their character, and a blot upon

their record which cannot be erased in

time—perhaps not in eternity. These are

fearful mistakes. Better suffer a thou-

sand deaths than succumb to the force

of persecution by promising to discard a

single principle which God has revealed

for our glory and exaltation. Our char-

acter, as Latter-day Saints, should be

preserved inviolate, at whatever cost or

sacrifice. Character approved of God is

worth securing, even at the expense of a

lifetime of constant self-denial.

While thus living we may look for-

ward far away into the spirit land, with

full assurance that when reaching that

happy clime, we shall be crowned with

the sons and daughters of God, and pos-

sess the wealth and glory of a Celestial

kingdom.

Apostle Paul in his time, taught the

Saints to have the same mind in them as

was in Christ Jesus, who, finding Him-

self in the form of God, thought it not

robbery to be equal with God. Apostle

John, on the same subject says, "When

Jesus appears we shall be like Him."

"Every one that hath this hope in him,

purifieth himself even as God is pure."

As man now is, God once was—even

the babe of Bethlehem, advancing to

childhood—thence to boyhood, manhood,

then to the Godhead. This, then, is the

"mark of the prize of man's high calling

in Christ Jesus."

We are the offspring of God, be-

gotten by Him in the spirit world,

where we partook of His nature as chil-

dren here partake of the likeness of their

parents. Our trials and sufferings give

us experience, and establish within us

principles of godliness.

Jesus has, in our day, visited this

world, and been seen of men on differ-

ent occasions. He appeared on the 3rd

day of April, 1836, to the Prophet Joseph

Smith, and Oliver Cowdery, in the Tem-

ple at Kirtland, Ohio. This important

visitation is described as follows:

"The veil was taken from our minds,

and the eyes of our understanding were

opened."

"We saw the Lord standing upon the

breastwork of the pulpit, before us; and

under his feet was a paved work of pure

gold, in color like amber."

"His eyes were a flame of fire; the hair

of his head was white like the pure snow;

his countenance shone above the bright-

ness of the sun; and his voice was as the

sound of rushing waters, even the voice

of Jehovah, saying:"

"I am the first and the last; I am he

who liveth, I am he who was slain; I am

your advocate with the Father. Behold

your sins are forgiven you; you are clean

before me; therefore lift up your heads

and rejoice."

"Let the hearts of your brethren re-

joice, and let the hearts of all my people

rejoice, who have, with their might, built

this house to my name."

I now will bring my remarks to a

close. In a few days I must leave family,

kind friends and associates with whom

I have spent so many pleasant hours

in "The City I love so well"—proceed to

Ogden—receive my sentence, then retire

to private life, within my prison walls,

for "The word of God and testimony of

Jesus."


