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habitation, or a foot of land, a horse, a

cow, pig or chicken—nothing they could

call their own; subject at any moment,

through the whim of their employer, to

be turned into the streets, miserable

beggars; now own cabinet shops, facto-

ries, mills, flocks and herds, beautiful

gardens and orchards, and productive

farms, wagons and carriages, dwelling

in their own houses, in comfortable and

easy circumstances. No one has any ap-

prehension of starvation within the ju-

risdiction of the Latter-day Saints.

The Gospel proposed these blessings

at its announcement, and they have

been most miraculously accomplished.

No other religious system could have

achieved such things, nor dared any

other Christian denomination venture

to send out its missionaries "without

purse or scrip," and without a college

education, to declare to the people that

they had authority from God to adminis-

ter the sacred ordinances of the Gospel,

through which should be revealed tan-

gible evidence and knowledge of its di-

vinity and of their authority to admin-

ister it; and to take people from a state

of poverty, and lead them thousands of

miles, and, despite every obstacle, es-

tablish them a comparatively indepen-

dent people in the midst of a wild, desert

country. Had they found them poor,

friendless, without the means of living,

and in servitude little better than Egyp-

tian bondage, as we found many of them;

they would have imparted no cheering

news of an approaching salvation from

the God of heaven; but could only have

exhorted them to be contented and rec-

onciled with their unhappy lot, and in no

case must they look for any new revela-

tion, or miraculous interposition.

What philanthropists have wished

to accomplish, and often attempted, the

Lord is now doing on a magnificent

scale in this American Desert. Flourish-

ing settlements, towns and cities have

sprung into existence, extending over a

distance of five hundred miles in length,

and hundreds of miles in width, through

the untiring energy and perseverance

of a people, formerly totally ignorant of

such labors. In these cities people live

in harmony; and poorhouses, grog shops,

gambling hells, houses of ill fame and

prostitution are not known in any of

our numerous towns and cities, except

in some instances, where Christians (so-

called), possess a footing and influence.

No one, however prejudiced he may

be, can scarcely avoid acknowledging the

palpable fact, that this system has con-

ferred miraculous blessings upon thou-

sands and tens of thousands, in the way

of putting them in possession of the

means for sustaining themselves, after

having delivered them from oppression

and tyranny, little better than African

slavery; and, no doubt, our legislators

at Washington, one and all, would give

us credit for our indefatigable and suc-

cessful labors, in establishing an exten-

sive and flourishing colony, on a portion

of our Government domain, formerly in-

habited by savages and wild beasts; pro-

vided we would admit this work to be

the work of man, and not of God—that it

had been accomplished through the arti-

fice and wisdom of man, and not by the

power, wisdom and revelations of God.

Joseph Smith, whom God chose

to establish this work, was poor

and uneducated, and belonged to

no popular denomination of Chris-

tians. He was a mere boy, honest,

full of integrity, unacquainted with

the trickery, cunning and sophistry


