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employed by politicians and religious

hypocrites, to accomplish their ends.

Like Moses of old, he felt incompe-

tent and unqualified for the task, to

stand forth as a religious reformer, in

a position the most unpopular—to bat-

tle against opinions and creeds which

have stood for ages having the sanction

and support of men, the most profound

in theological lore; but God had called

him to deliver the poor and honest-

hearted of all nations from their spiri-

tual and temporal thralldom. And God

promised him that whosoever should re-

ceive and obey His message—be bap-

tized for the remission of sins, with hon-

esty of purpose—might receive divine

manifestations, should receive the Holy

Ghost, the same Gospel blessings which

were promised and obtained through

the Gospel, when preached by the an-

cient apostles. And this message, this

promise, was to be in force wherever

and to whomsoever it should be carried

by the Elders, God's authorized messen-

gers. So said, Joseph Smith, the une-

ducated, the unsophisticated, the plain,

simple, honest boy.

It is through the virtue and force of

this boy's statement, that I speak this af-

ternoon, to assembled thousands.

In the integrity of my heart, with

honesty of purpose to know the truth,

I received this message—I obeyed this

form of doctrine and I received, in the

most tangible and satisfactory manner,

a divine manifestation—the promised

blessing—a knowledge of this work. Am

I the only witness? How is it with the

experience of thousands whom I now ad-

dress? Are you also witnesses? If you

are not, I ask you in the name of com-

mon sense, why are you here? Why

did you leave your homes and country,

giving your sanction to the truth of a sys-

tem which promised you divine manifes-

tations, but which you failed in experi-

encing? Being honest ourselves, if we

cannot bear a truthful testimony of hav-

ing received divine manifestations that

God, Himself, has founded this order of

things, then it becomes a serious fact,

that we are witnesses, and in truth the

only proper witnesses, that this whole

plan and pretention of Joseph Smith is a

sheer falsehood, a miserable fabrication.

It will be recollected that this Gospel

message proposed to give us divine man-

ifestations through our doing certain

specified acts; we have performed those

acts in precisely the manner indicated.

None but ourselves have attempted to

conform to this arrangement; conse-

quently, no other people are prepared to

be witnesses either for or against this

system. * * * * *

When the Gospel, or order of things

which we have received, was presented

to us, we carefully compared it with the

Gospel recorded in the Scriptures, and

found it alike in every particular, as re-

gards its forms, ordinances, and the au-

thority to administer them; its promise

of the Holy Ghost, and the signs that

should follow, together with the promise

of a knowledge of its divine origin. In

many instances it was brought to us by

men with whose character we were fa-

miliar, and for whose honesty and in-

tegrity we could vouch, who solemnly

stated that, through an obedience to

its requirements, they had obtained a

knowledge of its heaven-born principles.

This was my experience, and af-

ter having complied with its de-

mands, and thereupon received a

knowledge of its genuineness, and

having obtained authority to preach


